Are there financial incentives available for properties in a National Register historic district?

Owners of contributing resources in a National Register historic district qualify to apply for financial
state and federal rehabilitation tax credits and the Heritage Trust Fund grant. Applications to the
SHPO are required in advance of beginning proposed projects and must comply with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Basics of National Register
Historic Districts

What types of projects require the review of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)?

Our state's preservation law (KSA 75-2724) requires the SHPO be given opportunity to comment on
proposed projects affecting historic properties or districts. Properties listed in the state or national
registers are subject to review. A project is defined as (1) any activity directly carried out by state or
local government entities; (2) any activity carried out by individuals, firms, organizations, etc., that
receive financial assistance from any state agency or local government entity; (3) any activity involv
ing the issuing of a lease, permit, license, or certificate by a governmental unit--including zoning
changes. The law is written in such a manner that local governing bodies ultimately decide what
happens in their community. In addition to the state preservation law, all federally funded or permit
ted projects must be reviewed in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 for impacts to cultural resources.
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The National Register is maintained by the National Park Service and was created in 1966 as a way
to identify and encourage the preservation of our nation's historic places. The register includes histor
ic buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts significant in our nation's past. To be eligible, prop
erties must be important in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture at the
local, state, or national level.

What is a National Register historic district?

A National Register historic district is a concentration of historic buildings, structures, sites, and/or
objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development. Any one of the properties
in a historic district may not have particular historical, architectural, engineering, or archaeological
distinction, but the collection must have significance in one of these areas. A historic district can in
clude historic resources beyond just buildings, including brick streets and sidewalks, entrance gates,
landscape features, monuments, etc.

Why nominate a district to the National Register?
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An area may have a concentration of historic resources that are eligible for listing in the National Reg
ister. Listing these resources as a collection, rather than individually, streamlines the process and is
more inclusive. Additionally, some properties in a historic district may not meet the criteria for individ
ual listing in the National Register, but they may contribute to the overall significance of the district.
Contributing resources could then be eligible for the same rehabilitation tax credits and grants as indi
vidually listed properties.

